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Hand Safety

By focusing on the prevention of knife injuries and by taking safety precautions when working around machinery and moving equipment, we can greatly reduce hand injuries.
Equipment related injuries that result in contusions, lacerations, etc are often caused by momentary inattention or lack of adherence to Lockout procedures. Also, by-passing equipment quarding or attempting to clear jams are risks that may lead to severe hand injuries. 

Knife injuries normally occur when the knife slips during cutting or trimming. In most cases the blade comes in contact with the worker’s other hand.

TOOL AND MACHINE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

1. Verify that all controls are in place prior to working with equipment.

2. Know the machines and materials you work with and their safety precautions. Reminder: Read the operator’s manual before using any piece of equipment.

3. Keep all machines well-maintained and always turn off the power and lockout / block off moving parts before putting your hand inside the machine.

4. Test all emergency stops prior to machine operation.

5. Be especially careful when other people are working with you on a machine. Use a lockout/blockout program to de-energize equipment.

6. Use a push block or jam clearing tool when it is necessary to place a hand near a hazardous area.

7. Keep your work area clean and free from slipping and tripping hazards.

8. When there is a potential exposure to rotating or moving parts; remove rings, watches, bracelets and restrain loose clothing and hair before working with the tool or machine.   

9. Wear gloves to protect from sharp or jagged parts. However, avoid the use of gloves when working on equipment with moving or rotating parts that could cause the glove to get caught on the machinery.

10. Communicate with the previous shift to learn if any changes have taken place since you last worked on a particular machine.

11. Report all injuries or near-miss incidents to the supervisor immediately. 

KNIFE SAFETY PRECAUTIONS

Make sure you have been properly trained in the use of a tool. Ask for assistance when you are unsure of the proper use and remember the following safety tips:

1. Always keep your knife with an adequately sharpened blade.

2. Always cut away from your body.

3. Never use a knife in place of another tool such as a screwdriver.

4. Never work on the same piece of material with another person using a knife.

5. Avoid storing blades in drawers, where people may accidentally come in contact with them.
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